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In this issue: Fleece show entries, AGM and Social Event 1st July, Future events, Fleece show, News 
of the birthing and husbandry workshop, News of the first EAG Plasma drive. 

 

FLEECE SHOW ENTRIES 

Have you remembered to enter your fleeces?  Entries close on 20th June, so get cracking!  Enter 
via the BAS registry – manage your herd – show entries.  Select the EAG fleece show and then enter 
by animal – the screen will show a list of all your animals to select.  The only information you need to 
add is the date of shearing this year and last year (leave last year’s blank for juniors that haven’t been 
sheared before). 

 

Not entered a fleece show before?  You have a chance of winning the special NEWCOMERS 
sash!.  All you need is to skirt your fleece (lay it out flat and remove poorer quality, shorter or 
coarser fleece from around the edge and any short pieces (second cuts) created during shearing).  
Remove obvious contamination and vegetable matter, but you don’t need to get every scrap!  If you 
have a mesh table to skirt it on this will allow dust and sand to drop out. 

Pack your fleece in a clear plastic sack (a recycling sack is ok) with the entry form from the BAS 
registry.  The best way to pack is to mushroom it – wrap your arms around the outer edges and gently 
push the edges in to create a mushroom shape then pull the plastic sack over the top.  Post/Courier or 
deliver to Rob and Ann Wales, Vale Barn Alpacas, Vale Barn, Norwich Road, Creeting St. Mary, 

Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8PF.  They should arrive by 1st July.  Alternatively you can bring your 
fleeces to the AGM and social event on the 1st July.   

Make sure you have paid your annual membership to EAG- just £20 per farm due in June – to 
qualify for the reduced price for entering your fleeces.  Fleece show payments are to EAG not 
BAS. 

Then come along to the fleece and craft event on the 23 July to see what you have won - 
where there will be experienced people on hand who can help you understand your score 
card.    
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AGM and Social Event – 1st July 2017 

The AGM will be held at 7pm at The White Horse Inn, A140, Stoke Ash, Nr Eye, Suffolk 
IP23 7ET.  Come along and volunteer to help your regional group or with suggestions for 
future events or venues.  The AGM will be followed by a three course meal and one of our 
famous quizes and of course lots of alpaca chat.  Don’t forget you can bring your fleece show 
entries to this event.  Please email Pauline with your menu choices by 21st June - email 

easternalpacagroup@gmail.com or tel 01379854454/07774675365 

Sesame Coated Breaded Mushrooms, with mixed leaves and garlic mayonnaise 

Soup of the Day with fresh bread 

Chilli and Lime Crab Bites, sweet Devonshire crab with prawns, red chillies and lime 

with ginger, chilli & lime mayonnaise 

  

Main Course 

Steak & Old Speckled Hen Ale Pie, topped with a short crust pastry lid served with 

homemade chips and garden peas 

Honey & Mustard Chicken, breast of chicken pan-fried in a cream, honey & 

wholegrain mustard sauce, wild rice and fresh vegetables 

Mushroom, Nut & Leak Filo Stack, creamy sauce with crunchy nuts and crisp filo 

layers 

  

Dessert 

Ginger Sponge Pudding, with sticky ginger syrup and double cream 

Morgan’s Spiced Rum & Raisin Ice Cream, homemade ice-cream infused with spices 

and rum soaked raisins 

Warm Chocolate & Walnut Brownie, warm and chewy chocolate brownie topped 

with vanilla ice cream and chocolate sauce 

3 Course and Coffee £15.95 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

• Handling workshop with Jay Holland – Saturday 19 August, Vale Farm Barns, 
Creeting St Mary 

• Wool Board visit on 4 October.  Venue: Central Wool Growers Ltd.  Wool depot, 
Uffington Road, Stamford, PE6 2BF 

In 2018 there will be the usual post Christmas social at the end of January, we also plan to 
hold ‘Alpacas as a Business’ workshop and a workshop on Ring Craft and How to Show. 
There will be another plasma drive in spring and fleece show in July. Our big event for next 
year will be a Halter Show, which we hope to hold at Houghton Equestrian Centre in 
October.   
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FLEECE SHOW 

A few sponsorship opportunities are still available please contact Harley on 07934 463342 
or email harleydeelaver@hotmail.com for information. 

 

We would also welcome more volunteers – 
again contact Harley for details.  The 
programme needs stewards for the judging days 
(21 and 22 July), people to help with setting up 
on Thursday and Saturday evenings (20 and 22 
July), people to help with the Craft Show on 
Sunday and also to clear up on Sunday evening 
(23 July). 

Don’t forget to come along on Sunday 23 July to see how your fleeces did, enjoy the craft 
stalls and demos and chat with like-minded people! 

 

BIRTHING WORKSHOP 

Karin Muller once again delivered life saving advice and practice in birthing at our workshop 
on the 22 April.  Attendees left much more knowledgeable about when to call the vet and 
more confident of their ability to help if a birth isn’t straight forward. 
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EAG’S PLASMA DRIVE SAVES TWO LIVES 

EAG’s first plasma drive took place on 17 May.  Organised and hosted by Harley Laver with 
Laura from Westpoint vets taking the blood, four farms took part.  A plasma drive involves 
taking your donors, usually healthy males aged 3 or over to a central point, where a vet takes 
a pint of blood from each animal.  The blood is refrigerated and then centrifuged to separate 
the plasma which is then frozen.  You then keep the frozen plasma in your freezer until it is 
needed. 

 

However even as Laura was taking the blood to be centrifuged, a crisis was happening at 
Hilly Ridge, with an alpaca called Amber giving birth to a premature cria born at just 310 
days gestation.  Team Hilly Ridge gave intensive care to the baby throughout the afternoon 
and evening and then she was taken to the Westpoint vets for that vital plasma transfusion. 
By the time Jo got her home again, she was able to stand, run around and be re-united with 
mum and start suckling naturally.  Hilly Ridge Mis-fire continues to thrive, thanks to the 
plasma drive and the donor, Hilly Ridge and Churchfield’s stud, Furze Park Bourton. 

Subsequently Harley was able to supply a pack of plasma to a gentleman for Kent with a 
critical cria – and the result was another life saved. 

Churchfield and Park Side Suri still have some plasma available if you have a cria that needs 
it.  EAG will be organising another plasma drive in spring next year.   


