
how to skirt fleeces and spin 
alpaca fibre as well as the 
chance to see the winning 
fleeces. 

On Friday 29th July, Judges 
Jay Holland and Liz Barlow, 
supported by apprentice 
judge Viv Darcy, judged 122 
alpaca fleeces at the first 
ever EAG fleece show.  The 
judges commented that it 
was so well organized that 
no one would have known it 
was our first show.  The 
lighting provided at the ven-
ue at the East Anglia Alpaca 
Mill was so good according 
to the judges that there was 
no-where to hide—fleeces 
that might have got away 
with lack of colour uniformi-
ty at another event had to 
give way to more uniform 
fleeces.  A very high stand-
ard was achieved with over 
a quarter of the entries 
scoring 70 points or more—
potentially worthy of being 
awarded a champion sash. 

Talking of which, the green 
and gold EAG colours made 
for striking sashes for the 
winners and it was great to 
see the supreme champions 
won by EAG members with 
Hilly Ridge Alpacas winning 
the huacaya and Backyard 
Alpacas winning the suri.  
Visitors to the open day on 
Saturday enjoyed a talk by 
Judge Jay Holland, a tour of 
the Mill, demonstrations on 

Fleece Show—A Resounding Success 

October 1st—Alpaca Talk Event 
Eastern Alpaca group’s next 
event will be on Saturday 1st 
October. The Morning session 
will be questions and answers 
covering all aspects of alpaca 
husbandry including birthing, 
feed and preparing for winter. 
The afternoon session will be 
a talk by Oakwood Vet on par-
asites. Please arrive at 
10.45am for a prompt start at 
11am.  We will finish 3.30pm. 
This will be held at Vale Barn 
Alpacas, Vale Barn, Norwich 

Road, Creeting St. Mary, Ips-
wich, Suffolk IP6 8PF  
The cost is £10 per person for 
EAG members and £15 per 

person for non EAG members. 
Please bring a packed lunch. 
This is an Ideal event for new 
alpaca owners. However there 
is limited space so please 
book early to avoid disappoint-
ment. Booking details have 
been emailed to members or 
please contact Di Rannik 
dkrannik@hotmail.com or Viv 
Hamilton viv@vivhamilton.com  
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Thank you to all of our sponsors: 
Houghton Hall Alpacas Beck Brow Alpacas Yew Tree Alpacas 
Envision Promotions  Lopham Alpacas Jo Rhys Jones 
Park Side Suri Alpacas Hilly Ridge Alpacas Backyard Alpacas 
Nene Valley Alpacas  Rushmere Alpacas CS Alpacas 
Churchfield Alpacas   Honeyfield Alpacas Moat Farm 
East Anglia Alpaca Mill Alpacas of East Anglia 
Roydon Service Station Bella Ruba Alpacas 



As the end of summer approaches, are 
you prepared for colder weather?  Alpac-
as in winter will need shelter, hay and 
vitamins. However parasites will be active 
for some months to come, so continue to 
check for fly strike, mites and collect fae-
cal samples and have them analysed.  
Also at this time of year make sure that 
males (entire males over a year old) and 
females are separated  so you don't get 
crias born in cold weather next winter. 

A Reminder! 
Subscriptions were due in 
June. 
The cost is £20 per farm for 
the year and entitles you to 
discounted entry to our 
events.  
A membership form can be 
downloaded from the website 
which includes details of how 
to pay, or email us at easter-
nalpacagroup@gmail.com 

AGM & Social Event held on Friday 1st July 2016 
Issue 5 Page 2 

Please tell us your thoughts and ideas.  
We need your input. 
easternalpacagroup@gmail.com 
It is lovely to see the community net-
working on the Eastern Alpaca Group on 
facebook.  We love to receive your com-
ments and likes on any posts that we put 
on our EAG Facebook page.  Our website 
page also has a ‘follow us’ button and you 
can leave comments on the news posts at 
www.easternalpacagroupuk.org 

Glenn Davidson had said he had to 
step down from the committee as 
he could no longer find time to or-
ganize the website but Viv Hamil-
ton had stepped into the breach 
and got a new website up in time to 
advertise the fleece show.  The 
website 
www.easternalpacagroupuk.org  

25 people attended our first AGM 
which was held at the Highway-
man, near Ipswich, on Friday 1st 
July and was followed by a meal 
with a raffle. 
Rob Wales (chairman) reviewed 
our first year and David Cooper 
(Treasurer) presented the ac-
counts; a small surplus has been 
achieved so far which is the start 
of a fighting fund to enable us to 
run a halter show in the future.  
In our constitution we said that 
committee members should nor-
mally stay in post for 3 years.  
Our Chairman, Treasurer, Secre-
tary (Pauline Sandell), Fibre Rep 
(Emma Taylor) and Shows Rep (Jo 
Bridge) continue in post.   

If you have any items, events, photos or 
funny stories for the next newsletter 
please let us know 

CONTACT US WELFARE TIPS FOR AUTUMN 

 

will be expanded in the course of 
the next few months.  Members 
were invited  to provide sugges-
tions for website content.  
The preparation for the fleece 
show was well underway and an 
event was being organised for 
October (see page 1 for details).   


