
enjoyable and informative. 

Our first event on Saturday 
19th September at Woodbine 
Farm Alpacas was a great 
success with 36 people at-
tending.  Chris Keeble dis-
cussed grass management in 
the morning and Jo Bridge 
with Emma Taylor took us 
through the complexities of 
fleece skirting  for showing 
and for processing.  The em-
phasis was on correct skirting 
so that coarser fibres are re-
moved.  Lunch was provided, 
consisting of meat or veggi 
lasagna with salad and lots of 
lovely cakes to follow.  A raffle 
was held during the lunch 
break which made £72.  Jo 
Bridge of Hilly Ridge Alpacas 
auctioned a mating to her 
champion suri  HillyRidge  
Balius Blue (co-owned by Viv 
and Ian of Parkside Suris) and 
a mating to her reserve cham-
pion huacaya Anzac Almost 
Illegal, which were auctioned 
at the end of the event.  The 
auction raised a total of £775, 

the proceeds of which Jo , Viv 
and Ian kindly donated to 
EAG.  The most exciting news 
on that day was the probability 
of organizing our own regional 
Fleece Show to be held next 
year.  We will need to have at 
least 60 entries to make it 
viable.  So get those fleeces 
skirted so that you can enter. 
More news on that later in the 
year.  Thank you to everyone 
that attended the event on 
Saturday and we hope that 
you found the day interesting, 

EAG’s First Event 

Use of Pesticides on Your Land 
From the 1st November 2015 
the law will require users of 
herbicides, insecticides, fungi-
cides or plant growth regula-
tors to obtain a certificate of 
competence in order to use 
these products on their land.  
Previous ‘Grandfather Rights’ 
which allowed people born 
before 31st December 1964 
to apply professional products 
with basic training expires on 
31st October 2015 and they 

will need to obtain a Certifi-
cate of Competence in order 
to continue to purchase or 
apply pesticides. For those 
people without Grandfather 
Rights a full Certificate of 
Competence with two assess-
ment tests will need to be 
taken.  The first is a theory 
test of knowledge relating to 
the safe use of pesticides and 
the second test is a practical 
test using the equipment for 

which you wish to be certified 
for, i.e. Knapsack, boom, gran-
ular, mister, etc.  For details of 
training and assessment go to 
www.nptc.org.uk where you 
can find training providers and 
assessment centers.  There is 
a heavy penalty for those 
found not having a certificate 
and to purchase pesticides 
you will need to provide your 
Certificate of Competence No. 
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In their native country alpacas 
have evolved to survive on 
poor forage, grazing on rela-
tively sparse grassland and 
coarse vegetation.                           
They would walk long distanc-
es to gain the nutrition that 
they need.  All the vitamins 
and minerals that they need to 
achieve good health would be 
available in the soil. 
In the UK our pastures have 
very lush grass which is readily 
available. 
Alpacas in the UK are in fairly 
small paddocks and do not 
walk very far to obtain their 
nourishment, so do not burn 
up as much energy as they 

would in their native country. 
Alpacas are more efficient at 
converting grass to energy 
than cattle or sheep. 
Although our grass is very lush 
it does not provide all the vita-
mins and minerals that they 
need. 
To achieve good health and to 
maintain good condition, al-
pacas need a supply of hay all 
year round to provide extra 
fibre.  Essential vitamins and 
minerals that they cannot get 
from the soil in the UK can be 
found in camelid feeds. 
Condition Score your alpacas 
on a regular basis to check 

whether they are losing weight 
or are overweight. 
Too much feed can be detri-
mental to the health of alpac-
as. 

One of the items for discus-
sion will be an event to be held 
just after Christmas, in Janu-
ary 2016, which will be a so-
cial event.   Watch this space!! 

Our next EAG committee meet-
ing will take place on 20th 
October and we will be dis-
cussing a calendar of events 
for next year, including the 
above mentioned Alpaca 
Fleece Show.  Please let us 
have your ideas of what you 
would like us to plan for next 
year.  Contact us before 20th 
October at alpacas@woodbine 
farmalpacas.co.uk 
 

Feeding Your Alpacas 

What’s Next for EAG Members 

Winter is on its Way 
Now that all your cria have 
been born it is time to get 
them micro-chipped and regis-
tered with the British Alpaca 
Society.  It is not necessary to 
ear tag them but ear tag num-
bers need to be provided for 
registration with the BAS.  
Once the cria are weaned and 
have settled down away from 
their mothers then the fun 
starts with halter training.  It is 
a good idea to halter train as 
not only is it enjoyable to walk 

them on a halter, it is neces-
sary if you wish to show them 
and moving them around the 
farm or taking them to the vet 
is easier on a halter.  Don’t 
forget that alpacas need annu-
al vaccination against clostridi-
al diseases.  Vaccines must be 
kept in the fridge as the active 
ingredient can be destroyed 
when not refridgerated.  Try 
not to vaccinate your pregnant 
females  in the early stages of 
pregnancy 

Now that winter is on its way 
and the daylight hours are 
getting shorter it will soon be 
time to administer vitamin D to 
your alpacas.  In their native 
country there are long hours of 
daylight all year round and 
bright skies, but here in the UK 
it is necessary to supplement 
your alpaca with Vitamin D to 
avoid lameness.  Vitamin D is 
mixed with Vitamins A & E and 
can be administered either as 
a paste or as an injection.  
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